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Reading can be one of the many fun activities children fill their summer time with.  Students who read in the 
summer months not only retain their skill, but develop them further, better preparing them for the next 
school year. 
 
Show your children that reading is important by modeling good reading habits and having plenty of reading 
materials at home. Make time to read as a family. 
 
While on vacation, buy books about your destination and read them together. If traveling by car, listen to 
books on tape while driving. 
 
Visit your local library and get a library card. Libraries also have summer reading programs that are free to 
the community. 
 
Each child will be required to read school-selected/grade level appropriate books. Students will then 
complete an activity to promote comprehension and engagement.  The Activity Choice List delineates the 
task for each book/grade-level.  Please feel free to have your child read the suggested books and complete 
the activities.  Also, please log any book that is read during the summer on the Reading Log on the opposite 
side of this page.  Students should submit the activities to their teacher at the start of the 2015-2016 school 
year for extra credit. 
 

Attached you will find the Summer Reading Book List Activities. 



 

Kindergarten Reading List and Activities 

Book, Author and Activity 
Kindergarten Rocks 

 
By:  Katie Davis 

**Draw a picture of your favorite page of the book.  Explain 
in writing why this page of the story is your favorite. 

           Welcome to Kindergarten 

 
By:  Anne Rockwell 

**Draw a map of the book’s setting.  The setting is where 
the story takes place. 

Biscuit Fins A Friend 

 
**Rewrite the picture in story form. 

The Night Before Kindergarten 

 
By:  Natasha Wing & Julie Durrell 

 

 

 

As you read the book together have your child point 

to words that end with the sounds –at, -ed, -ig.  For 

example, bat, bed, pig 

 

Play a rhyming game that involves looking for 

pictures in the book and having the child make up 

words that rhyme with the picture.  For example, if 

the book has a picture of a cat, have your child make 

up words like bat, hat and rat. 



Draw your own pictures for the story. 

 

First Grade Reading List and Activities 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar 

 
by Eric Carle 

**Draw pictures to show sequence the logical order to create the story 
from beginning to end of what the caterpillar ate.  Write a sentence to 
describe each picture. 

Hi, Fly Guy! 

 
by Tedd Arnold 

**Answer the following:  
1. Text-to-Self Do you think a fly would be an amazing pet? Why or 
why not? 
2. Text-to-World What other kinds of amazing or strange pets do 
people have? 
3. Text-to-Text Do you think this is a make-believe story or a story 
based on real characters? 

Biscuit Goes to School 

 
By Alyssa Satin Capucilli 

**Draw pictures and write sentences about the story with including the 
following words. (dog, girl, duck, ball and kitten) 

First Day of School 

 
by Mercer Mayer 

**Write your own ending to the story. 

 

Family Opportunities to Help Develop Phonemic Awareness and Phonics 

As you read the book together have your child point to words 
that end with the sounds –at, -ed, -ig.  For example, bat, bed, pig 
 
 
 

Play a rhyming game that involves looking for pictures in the 
book and having the child make up words that rhyme with the 
picture.  For example, if the book has a picture of a cat, have 
your child make up words like bat, hat and rat. 



 

 

Second Grade Reading List and Activities 

Clark the Shark 

 
By: Bruce Hale 

**Write a postcard to a friend telling them about your book. Illustrate 
the back with a scene from the book. 

Pierre the Penguin 

 
By: Jean Marzollo 

**  Souvenir: Students should create a souvenir that they might have 
gotten if they visited Pierre the Penguin at his home in California. The 
souvenir can be a postcard, t-shirt, figurine, mug, keychain, etc. They 
should include with their souvenir a paragraph about Pierre the 
Penguin. 

Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day  

 
By Judith Viorst 

**In the title of the book and show, the words and phrases “terrible,” 
“horrible, “ no good” and “very bad” are synonyms – words that mean 
the same thing. Students should create a list of synonyms and 
antonyms for the words in the title of the book. 

The Magic Tree House: # 8 Midnight on the Moon  

 
By Mary Pope Osborne 

**Student puts a post-it/paper on the page of the main event that 
happens in each of the next eight chapters. Jot down the event on the 
post-it/paper. (Sometimes there is more than one event or the 
students get distracted by the details.)  Using the notes, create a 
timeline or sequence of events chart. 

 

Family Opportunities to Help Develop Phonemic Awareness and Phonics 

Take turns rereading each page of the book.  Read 
expressively in order to encourage your child to model your 
expressions or create new ones. 

As you read the book together stop now and then and retell 
what you just read to the child.  Ask your child if this make 
sense, if there are words they do not understand, and why 



 

Third Grade Reading List and Activities 

The Keeping Quilt 

 
By: Patricia Polacco 

**Find the many traditions portrayed throughout the book. Compare 
the early ones with the modern ones. Which ones continued through 
the generations. Which ones changed? Make lists to show your 
findings. 

Third Grade Angels 

 
By: Jerry Spinelli 

**  Write a paragraph with proper sentence structure including 
punctuation and capitalization to change the ending of the story 

Miss Nelson is Missing  
 

 
by Harry Allard 

 
**Create a poster titled “Question It!” Answer the 5 W’s of a story-
who, what, where, when, and why. 

The Best School Year Ever  

 
by Barbara Robinson 

 
**Create a poster titled Beginning, Middle, and End. 
Write about what happens and draw a picture for 
each section. 

 

Family Opportunities to Help Develop Phonemic Awareness and Phonics 

 
 

the author tells the story in this way. 

Take turns rereading each page of the book.  Read 
expressively in order to encourage your child to model your 
expressions or create new ones. 

As you read the book together stop now and then and retell 
what you just read to the child.  Ask your child if this make 
sense, if there are words they do not understand, and why 
the author tells the story in this way. 



 

Fourth Grade Reading List and Activities 

Turtle in Paradise   

 
By: Jennifer L. Holm 

 
**Create a story map chart that includes: setting, characters, 
problem, plot/events and solution.  

The Cricket In Times Square 

 
By George Selden 

 
**  Create a story map chart that includes: setting, characters, 
problem, plot/events and solution. 

The Fourth Grade Wizards  

 
By Barthe deClements 

 
**Create a poster titled “Question It!” Answer the 5 W’s of a 
story-who, what, where, when, and why. 

Thunder Rose  

 
By Jerdine Nole 

** Create a story map chart that includes: setting, characters, 
problem, plot/events and solution. 
 

Family Opportunities to Help Develop Comprehension and vocabulary 

 
 

 

Ask your child to think about the book and talk to you about 
any, or all, of the following: 
1) What do you know after reading the story?  2)  What do 
you feel about what you read?  3) What else does it make 
you think about?  

Ask your child to keep a word journal of 2 -3 new words 
they have learned from reading this book.  1) Write the new 
word.  2) Copy the sentence in which the word is used.  3) 
Write a definition in his/her own words.  4) Draw a small 
picture which reminds them what the word means. 



 

Fifth Grade Reading List and Activities 

Scat  

 
By Carl Hiaasen 

 
**Design a “Save the Earth” postcard. Then write a message on 
the back of the postcard to Twilly from Nick, Marta, or Smoke. 

Holes 

 
 

By: Louis Sachar 
**  Write a letter to author Louis Sachar expressing what you 
learned about the book Holes.  

Matilda  
 

 
by Roald Dahl 

**Create a poster titled “Question It!” Answer the 5 W’s of a 
story-who, what, where, when, and why. 

My Big Fat Zombie Goldfish 
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** Create a story map chart that includes: setting, characters, 
problem, plot/events and solution. 
 

Family Opportunities to Help Develop Comprehension and vocabulary 

 

 

Ask your child to think about the book and talk to you about 
any, or all, of the following: 
1) What do you know after reading the story?  2)  What do 
you feel about what you read?  3) What else does it make 
you think about?  

Ask your child to keep a word journal of 2 -3 new words 
they have learned from reading this book.  1) Write the new 
word.  2) Copy the sentence in which the word is used.  3) 
Write a definition in his/her own words.  4) Draw a small 
picture which reminds them what the word means. 


